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not altogether swallowed up in the more absorbing
question, the marriage of the clergy.

By the decree of the Lateran Council the popedom
was restored to Italy, to Borne. The great organised
and simultaneous eflbrt of the higher Clergy, to become
as it were the chief feudatories and to choose their
monarch, had been successful. But the decree of a
Council was only a mass of idle words, unless the Papacy
could command some strong military force to secure its
independence against domestic and against foreign foes.
Either the Emperor must still dictate, or the Roman
barons overawe the election. The Pope with all his
magnificent pretensions was but a defenceless vassal, a
vassal dependent on foreign resources for his main-
tenance on his throne.

The second great act of the pontificate of Nicolas II.
was the conversion of the hostile, the unbelieving Nor-
mans into the faithful allies, the body guard of the
Pope. The Normans were now in almost undisputed
possession of the whole of Southern Italy: the Greek
Argyrous, the last Catapan, the ally of Leo IX., had
retired in despair, finding his dominions almost shrunk
to the one faithful city of Reggio at the very verge of
Calabria, to Constantinople. The Normans were not
less politic than brave; they were not without super-
stition ; their policy and their superstition might render
them the allies, the protectors of the Papacy. Robert
Alliance Guiscard, the most powerful of the Norman
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Normans,   princes, no doubt knowing how such advances
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1059. would be received, sent an embassage to
Rome, to request the revocation of the ban of excom-
munication, still in force against his Normans. The
Pope made a progress, partly of a spiritual, partly of a
secular character, in the South. He held a synod at